T

he old houses stand like composed sentinels as strong spring
gusts blow through the neighborhood,
sending wind chimes singing wildly in
well-tended gardens.
Here is the Ryan tract, once owned by
the Ryan family, who played an integral
role in Eureka’s early development.
One of the city’s oldest neighborhoods,
this stretch between E and G and Ninth
to 11th streets boasts a diversity of late19th-century homes.
Many, having endured the squalls of
time, now glow in the light of prevailing 21 st century appreciation. Walking up this stretch of F Street, one sometimes feels as
if a century of seasons blow away like dry leaves in the wind.

EXPLORING
19TH CENTURY
F STREET

Carol Green
(left) tends
her garden on
a windy day.
Across the
street is a
church built
in 1883.
Nearby is the
Blackshear
home (above)
built by the
late 1880s;
the house
next door to
it was built
during the
1870s, as is
noted under
the eaves
(above, left).

Talbot Ryan was a teenager
J ames
in the mid-1830s when he immi-

In 1890, a picture of
F Street (below) was taken from the top of a
school built in 1889. The
school was featured, with
an artist’s floral additions, in a period publication (left). The neighborhood photo includes the
Second Congregational
Church, now St. Innocent
Orthodox Church.

grated with his family from Ireland to
Nova Scotia, Canada. The oldest of six,
he had an adventurous spirit. By 1850,
he was the leader of the Mendocino
Exploring Company, which sailed
onboard the third ship to enter rediscovered Humboldt Bay.
Two other small settlements had already been established at Union
and Bucksport, so
Ryan chose a
deeper-water site
in-between them.
He called it
“Eureka,” surveyed a future
townsite and started a lumber mill.
James T. Ryan
In 1859, he became
the county’s state senator.
Three of his sisters — Maria, Josephine and Margaret — joined Ryan by
1854. Maria would marry Dr. Jonathan
Clark, a physician at Fort Humboldt
who became a prominent landowner.
The last and youngest of the Ryans
to arrive from back East was Pierce
and his wife, Annie. Pierce opened a
dry goods store, and by the 1860s his
success enabled him to buy this prime
land centered by F Street. Within three
years he had sold almost all of the lots,
and houses were built here over the
next four decades.
Most were middle class, but one was
a mansion. It was designed by wealthy contractor/builder James
Simpson in 1892, and it still stands at Ninth and G streets.
Another towering presence in the neighborhood, the Second
Congregational Church, was built in 1883 at 934 F St.
Looming over all was an impressive, three-story grammar
school with a handsome tower that was constructed in 1889 at F
and 10th streets.

An 1890 photograph taken from the tower shows F Street and
the young city stretched out in back. Here is a classic, late-19thcentury neighborhood of the American West.
One of the earliest houses here can be traced back to the
1870s. By 1878, the vernacular Greek Revival at 1007 F St. was
home to Humboldt Times publisher Austin Wiley. In 1880, an
English tailor, J. Hetherington, and family took up residence.
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Three years later, after a sketch of the house appeared in the
large “History of Humboldt County” book, it became the home
of the Skinner family, who stayed on for 80 years.
Through much of those eight decades, the house and its neighborhood saw gradual evolutions: A scattering of modern homes
were built. The old school was torn down in the 1920s and replaced by the Municipal Auditorium in the 1930s. The church
occasionally changed owners and denominations.
By the 1970s, many of the houses had become rentals, including several owned by Caltrans, which was planning to bring a
freeway through this part of Eureka. Twenty years later, the plan
was abandoned, and the state gradually sold its houses.
By 2003, the old Skinner home had long been a rental, and it
was a sorry sight when contractor Tony Lefevre bought it. Giving the house a complete refurbishing, he opened up the interior
and rebuilt the deteriorated front porch, keeping the original and
rare transom and sidelights around the
front door.
When a picture of the revitalized
house came off a Realtor’s printer in
2005, Teresa von Braun perked up.
“I just fell in love with it,” she recalled. “I like Victorians, but I like simple, too.”
Teresa, whose work involves creating
sacred spaces in houses and other prop-

This drawing of the house at 1007 F St. was featured
in an 1882 book. The home now features an open main
living area, including the dining room and kitchen.
erties, moved in. Applying
her skills to her new dwelling has brought her a Keep
Eureka Beautiful Award
and also made it a popular
stop on a recent Eureka
Heritage Society home
tour.
Neighbors have been
impressed as well. “It totally brought the right face
to the neighborhood,” said
Brenda Goosby, who owns
the 1885 double-house at
1018 F St.
Teresa’s next-door neighbors, Paula and Ken Blackshear,
also agree, recalling the times they helped the home’s previous
renters remove piles of debris from the backyard.
The Blackshear house (see photo, Page 1) dates to at least the
late 1880s, and it was once the home of the neighborhood
church’s minister. The house was in reasonable shape when the
Blackshears bought it in 1975, but it had a catch. It was on the
edge of that looming new freeway.
“Next door would have been the first house to be taken out,”
Ken said. “We decided to take a chance.”
Continued on Page 7

NOW OPEN!
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E

arly in the restoration process, the
dilapidated old house began to be
referred to in casual terms as
“Annie B.” Certainly it was faster than saying the Annie B. Ryan Historic House Restoration Project. Yet the abbreviation also
seemed to suit the old place — her beauty
still evident even in those days of saddest
disrepair.
This small Queen Anne cottage, with its
graceful, feminine-like trimwork, just feels
more like a “she” than an “it.”
“Oh, yeah, she’s the Annie B.,” Bill Hole
said with a smile. The College of the Redwoods professor of Construction and Historic Preservation Technologies, along with a
team of other construction faculty, has lead
students’ efforts to bring the house at 1000
F St. back to life since 2006.

In the past six years, almost 15,000 hours
of student work has had a remarkable effect
on the old-growth redwood lady. The offcampus location, academically referred to as
a field school, is proceeding stronger than
ever.
“This is the biggest collection of classes
this semester that we’ve ever had,” Hole
said.
The house shows it. The foundation has
been braced and seismically retrofitted.
Windows and woodwork have been repaired
or rebuilt. A new roof is in place, and the
original lath and plaster walls and ceilings
are being faithfully restored.
This semester’s projects include new
plumbing, as well as new cabinets made
from old-growth redwood by cabinetmaking and architectural millwork students.

Also under construction is ornate wood trim
for doors and windows. A porch railing,
balusters and newel posts are also being
designed and lathe-turned by the students.
Annie B., the house, is coming back into
beautiful focus as a modern example of major remodeling and sustainable building
through reuse and repair.
Annie B., the long-gone woman, remains
more elusive. No photographs of her have
yet been found, but there is a picture of her
son as a young man; perhaps he resembled
her.
Indeed, the story of Annie’s life must
largely be interpreted through her relatives.
It is known she was born Anna B. Rice in
Nova Scotia in 1837 and she married as a
teenager. Her Irish-born husband, Pierce H.
Ryan, was 3 years old when he was brought

Ode to Annie B.
With almost
15,000 student
hours of rehab
work and
counting, the
old-growth lady would make
her namesake
proud
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to Nova Scotia with his older brother and
sisters by a widower father in 1835.
Pierce and Annie’s lives were strongly
influenced by brother James Talbot Ryan,
who sailed into Humboldt Bay in 1850.
(See story, Page 2.)
By the time Pierce and Annie arrived in
Eureka a few years later, the Ryan name
was an important one in the isolated frontier
town. While James had gone into logging,
Pierce chose to open a much-needed dry
goods store at First and E streets.
James left Eureka for San Francisco by
1862, but Pierce stayed and prospered. In
the 1860s, he bought prime land encompassing E to G and Ninth to 11th streets,
quickly reselling most of the lots.
The Ryans had their own home built in
this tract around 1870. Not a mansion but of

good size, the E Street dwelling housed
their growing brood, which included six
children born between 1859 and 1873. A
son and a daughter died in childhood.
Annie’s sister, Isabella, came to visit in
1866 and decided to stay. She married architect/contractor John Dwyer and opened
the Emporium of Fashions, which boasted
dresses and hats of “faultless taste … to
gladden the hearts of the ladies,” the Humboldt Standard declared in 1878.
In the 1880s, the Dwyers had their own
home built next to the Ryans on E Street.
They also had an impressive Gothic Revival
duplex built directly behind their house, and
it faced F Street.
All the while, Pierce kept busy. By 1864,
he had become one of the organizers of the
city’s first fire department. In 1866, he

bought the old Methodist Church building,
had it moved next to his store, remodeled it,
and dubbed it Ryan’s Hall, a venue for
meetings, dances and other social events.
By the 1870s, Pierce was a Democratic
Party committeeman, a county grand jury
foreman, and one of the first directors of the
chamber of commerce. In 1879, he was
elected to the state senate, where he worked
to protect the rights of laborers in logging
camps. He was re-elected in 1882.
Perhaps it was all too much. Pierce died
in 1889 at age 58. Facing life on her own,
Annie strove for economic independence. In
1892, she had two rental houses — small
but stylish twin Queen Anne cottages —
built for $1,000 each next to Isabella’s
F
Street duplex.
Continued on Page 6

Annie B. Ryan had
these two Queen Anne
cottages built in 1892.
These days, College of
the Redwoods students can often be
found hard at work at
the site. They have
been restoring and
rehabbing the Victorian-era structure since
2006.

This Gothic
Revival duplex
next to the
Annie B. Ryan
house was built
for Annie’s
sister and
brother-in-law
during the
mid-1880s.
Continued from Page 5
Annie died at home on May 2, 1913,
after a one-day struggle with pneumonia. She was 76. Her family remained a
vital presence in Eureka. Pierce Jr. became Eureka’s longtime city attorney
beginning in 1897.
Brother George took
over his father’s
mercantile business
and kept it thriving
until 1945, when he
sold it four months
before his death.
Pierce Ryan Jr.
Their descendants
sold the family properties in the Ryan
tract by the 1960s, and the family’s E
Street house was demolished in 1969.
That year Caltrans proposed removing
all buildings from nearly 400 square
blocks of the city for a new freeway.
Toward that effort, it purchased more
than 100 properties, including Annie
B.’s pretty Queen Anne twins.
While planning continued, Caltrans
became a landlord and continued to rent
its newly acquired properties. Teacher

Before getting to work on patching a
hole in the ceiling, preservation students listen to instructor Peter Santino’s advice on proper procedures.
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Carol Green and her two young sons
moved into one of Annie’s cottages, 944
F St., in 1978.
“The longer we lived there, the more I
took root,” Green recalled. “I don’t know
why, but I just had to fix it up.”
Fortunately, Caltrans reimbursed tenants for costs spent on fixing up the
houses. The twin cottage next door, however, was deemed beyond hope, boarded
up, and left empty for 22 years. Eventually, vandals broke in and stole much of
its interior finery.
When Caltrans gave up the freeway
project in the 1990s, Green was able to
buy her home. Yet she worried about the
fate of its twin. With the area zoned for
apartments, she feared the house and the
empty Ryan lot on E Street would go this
route and spoil the traditional feel of the
neighborhood.
Green contacted the Ink People Center
for the Arts, and a nonprofit plan was
designed to restore both the house and
grounds for historical and educational
uses. It was called the Whimsy Garden
Cultural History Center.
See ANNIE B., Page 8

Continued from Page 3
The couple made plans to buffer the noise with
landscaping. Still, Paula added, “I dreaded the
years of construction.”
Phil and Lunel Haysmer, who bought the Gothic Revival at F and 11th streets in 1992, are also
grateful the freeway never came to be. Afterward,
they say, life on F Street took a new course.
“It changed the whole character of the situation.
Now there a lot of owner-occupied houses. Back
then, this was close to outlaw country,” Phil said,
remembering the meth dealer who rented a house
across the street.
The Haysmers’ house was sound, but it did require aesthetic attention, and their backgrounds
proved invaluable. Phil is a former college art and
art history teacher, and Lunel is an artist with a
background in cultural anthropology.
Seeking to move from their Santa Cruz base,
they had headed up the West Coast looking for an
ideal spot to start a gift shop. Eureka won out with
its active arts community, two colleges and tasty bagels.
After opening Many Hands Gallery in Old Town, they went
house hunting, eventually buying the oldest home along this
stretch of F Street. The original version — a basic three-room
structure — was built in the late 1860s for R.H. Whitmore, a
former U.S. Calvary soldier who had served with Kit Carson.
The dwelling was given a fashionable Gothic Revival upgrade in the mid-1880s by Bridget and James Nesbitt Ryan (no
relation to Pierce Ryan). When the Haysmers saw it more than
100 years later, the house was barely visible behind “monster”
acacias, laurel trees and creeping blackberry vines.
They have completed many projects over 20 years. In the
library, Phil removed gold-colored burlap from the mantle,
built bookcases on either side and also added period spindles
and brackets to this area of the house.
To gain more space in the kitchen, he took out an 1860s wall
between it and the mud room. This was hardly an easy task,
since the wall was made of four layers of solid, old-growth
redwood.
“You couldn’t knock this place over with a bulldozer,” he
added with a smile.
See RYAN, Page 8

The front
parlor and
library at
the
Haysmer
home reveals the
couple’s
artistic
tendencies.
The original part of
their house
was built in
the 1860s,
making it
the oldest
one on the
block.

Dane Cowan, Master Craftsman, License #528426
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RYAN … From Page 7

Annie B.’s
twin has
been beautifully maintained by
owner Carol
Green, who
also had a
period-style
garage built
nearby.

Most of the neighbors know each other along
this section of F Street, including retired teacher
Carol Green, who moved into one of the Ryanbuilt Queen Anne cottages 34 years ago.
It was Carol who started the nonprofit impetus
to have the twin cottage next door restored (see
story Page 4), and several neighbors have become involved with the project over the years.
Carol also spent years fixing up her own house
and establishing an impressive garden. For many
seasons, she brought students there to learn about
the fall harvest, returning each spring to plant
seeds to the sounds of dancing wind chimes.

ANNIE B. ... From Page 6
In 2003, the nonprofit group had secured a loan to buy the
house. By 2005, however, the project was facing a funding crisis.
Green contacted local preservation advocate Ron Kuhnel for
help. By the following year, Kuhnel had the project refinanced
and reorganized. It was renamed the Ryan Family Historic
House and Garden Project.
An agreement was also reached with College of the Redwoods
through Professor Hole: the house would be restored by students
as a tool for teaching building reuse, major remodeling and historic preservation.
Exactly how Annie B. will be used once the job is done is still
being discussed. One idea, Kuhnel added, is a house museum,
bringing in “period furnishings, including furniture and objects
typically found during that era… Visitors to the house will be
able to learn about how life was lived during that time.”
Fund-raising is ongoing, and many professionals have volunteered various services. It is estimated another two years of work
will be needed until the project is finished. The final jobs will be
to refinish fine fir flooring and dress her in new paint — to once
again rival her twin’s beauty.
The significance of Annie B., Hole added, is far reaching.
“This is a classic project that revolves around current jobs
training needs, community redevelopment, sustainable building
practices and the redwood industry,” he said. “When people
come up to Humboldt County, they talk about redwoods. Well,
here’s the evidence of our old-growth forests in these buildings.
We’ll never again see these trees that grow this tight of grain.”
Annie B.’s future seems bright.
“I think this house feels energetic now,” Hole added. “I think
the house feels, ‘Wow, I’m cared for. I’m loved.’”

NOTE: The majority of the historical research for this issue
of Architectural Legacy was done by Eureka Heritage Society
board member Bob Libershal. Bob began digging into the
neighborhood’s deep roots after he became a student in the
College of the Redwoods Historic Preservation Restoration
Technology Program and worked on the Annie B. Ryan house.

— From the 1930s —
During the 1930s, six Colonial Revival cottages were built at
Ninth and F streets, replacing a deteriorated set of rental
houses that dated back to the 1880s. The new cottages were
well designed by noted Hollywood architect Harold O.
Sexsmith for the property owners, the Hunter family, whose
own mansion is still three blocks away at F and 12th streets.

Eureka Woman’s Club

Claudia Cranford
House Chair/Rentals

707-442-3044 — Home
Or 707– 442-3458 — Club
jstcc@humboldt1.com
Eureka Woman’s Club … Working for the Betterment of the Community!
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