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2009
PRESERVATION
AWARDS
2:30 p.m., Saturday
MAY 16, 2009
Eureka Woman’s Club

The fascinating process of historic research and documentation is showcased
in the Humboldt County Library, Eureka Main Branch, during the month of May.
The Annie B. Ryan House is featured as a prime example, with copies of land
records, old photographs, newspaper clippings, maps, and public memorabilia
associated with the residents through the years. Local sources of information
are given and handouts are available as part of the display. Research and the
documentation was compiled by Robert Libershal, EHS Board Member.

MAY IS NATIONAL PRESERVATION MONTH

SUMMER EVENT

THIS PLACE MATTERS

To be announced

The theme for 2009's National Preservation Month is ―This Place
Matters!‖ Preservation Month is designed to raise awareness about
the power historic preservation has to protect and enhance our
homes, neighborhoods and communities — the places that really
matter to us. It provides an opportunity to celebrate the diverse and
unique heritage of our country's cities and towns and enables all of
us to become involved in the growing preservation movement.

Heritage Action Calendar
City Council
1st & 3rd Tuesdays – 6:30 p.m.
Historic Preservation Commission
1st Wednesday – 4:00 p.m.
Design Review Committee
2nd & 4th Wednesdays – 3:30 p.m.
Planning Commission
2nd Monday – 5:30 p.m.

1785 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036
202-588-6000 / 800-315-6847
members@nthp.org / www.PreservationNation.org

Browse the new features of the National Trust’s interactive
website for ways that you can get involved today!

Board Members
Executive Committee
President
Janet Warren
Vice President
Charles Petty
Secretary
Ron Kuhnel
Treasurer
Mary Ann McCulloch
Board of Directors
Kay Bradford
Kay Kaylor
Muriel Dinsmore
Robert Libershal
Jean Gladstone
Xandra Manns
Mary Glavich
Barbara Maxon
Helen Hui
Paul McNally
Peter Santino
The Board meets the third Thursday each
month at 5:30 p.m. at the
Eureka Women’s Club
1531 J Street

Committees and Chairs
Membership
Jean Gladstone
Preservation
Mary Ann McCulloch
Events
Muriel Dinsmore
Webmaster
Peter Santino
Education
Xandra Manns
Romano Gabriel
Mary Glavich
Historic Plaques K. Kaylor-B. Maxon
Preservation Awards
Charles Petty
Green Book
Jean Gladstone
Mission
The Eureka Heritage Society
will provide
leadership, education and advocacy
that preserves and enhances
Eureka’s irreplaceable historic
structures and neighborhoods
so as to ensure
a legacy for future generations.
Heritage Herald Staff
Kay Bradford
Kay Kaylor
Janet Warren
444-3314
Contact us with your suggestions
and comments!
Eureka Heritage Society website:
www.eurekaheritage.org
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Janet Warren
One of Eureka Heritage Society’s founding members, Muriel
Dinsmore, recently celebrated her 80th birthday. For practically
half of her life, Muriel has been a tireless supporter of local preservation. Muriel has been active in the Society since its inception in 1973. She has served the society in a variety of offices.
She currently serves as the Chair of Events.
Muriel moved to Eureka with her family in 1969 from Fortuna.
One of her friends asked her, ―What are you going to do in
Eureka with all of its fog?‖ Muriel remembers replying, ―Oh, I just
love the old houses.‖ Muriel said that wasn’t really an answer to
the question, but it turned out ―to be my mission.‖
Muriel’s energy and dedication are amazing; she is an inspiration
to us all!
Thanks, Muriel, for all you do and Happy Birthday!

Fall 2008 EHS Scholarship recipient
Tara Smith with Bill Hole,
CR professor in the
Historic Preservation and
Restoration Technology program
(CR HPRT)
Congratulations, Tara!
Construction Technology HPRT
Graduate
College of the Redwoods
Spring 2009

Thank you for your generous support!
The Eureka Heritage Society sincerely thanks the following members who have made donations to the society, including those
who have contributed specifically to the scholarship fund. Due to
your generous support, EHS has been able to give our annual
scholarship of $500 for a second year to CR’s Historic Preservation and Restoration Technology (HPRT) program, this time for
fall 2009.
Tony and Carole Farlan
Robert and Nancy Gardner
Pete Johnston
Robert Libershal
Mary McNelis
Gay and Jim Morrison
Doris Mullen

Sid Noyes
Claire and Gene Perricelli
Kaye Strickland
Janet Walsh
Janet Warren
Bette Watkins
The Heritage Herald

BALLOON FRAMING – Friend or Foe?
19th Century Innovation Can Bring 21st Century Headaches and Heartaches
As the Rapid Spread of Fire Can Threaten Historic Buildings
By Kathy Dillon
In the 19th century, it helped build cities and towns across the American West. But there was a big downside: It
was inherently more susceptible to fire.
Balloon-frame construction was a technological breakthrough in the mid-1800s. It consists of long, continuous
framing members, or studs, that run from the foundation to the roof’s eave line, with the intermediate floor structures nailed on to them.
The term ―balloon‖ was coined by skilled carpenters of the era. Compared with traditional timber-framed buildings and their massive posts, beams and rafters, this new style, they said, looked weak enough to blow away
like a balloon.
It wasn’t true. The new buildings proved remarkably sturdy. They also allowed houses to go up faster and with
less-skilled labor. Add a seemingly inexhaustible supply of lumber, and cities throughout the West, including
Eureka, blossomed.
But then, there were the fires — a problem that persists to this day. Eureka lost yet another Queen Anne jewel to
fire in April. The flaw is in those continuous studs, which create long, open spaces ripe for the spread of flames.
―The problem,‖ says Rusty Goodlive of the Eureka Fire Department, ―is there’s no fire blocking in there, and fire
travels vertically into the attic and horizontally through the floor spaces.‖
When the danger was first realized, buildings often had fire stops installed in the cavities during construction. By
the early 20th century, the technique was gradually replaced with the safer platform framing, which eliminated
the cavities and made each floor a separate element.
While Eureka’s Queen Anne homes are known for their balloon frame designs, this type of construction would
have been the norm for all late 19th century, and even some early 20th century, houses of varying styles.
So how can one tell if a structure has fire stops? For folks who are rehabbing their houses — and the work includes going down to the studs — they can see for themselves, says Bill Hole, an instructor in College of the
Redwoods Historic Preservation and Restoration Technology Program and a former firefighter. If opening up
walls is impractical, Hole suggests property owners head up to their attic for a simpler method. Often there will
be open space between the ceiling joist and the rafters.
―If you look between the two frames — the studs — you can usually see all the way down the cavity,‖ he said,
adding that blocks could be installed through these opening to close off the cavities. Some have chosen to blow
insulation into the cavities but, Hole said, this could be problematic. The insulation may not fill the entire cavity,
and it may also affect the building’s ability to ―breathe.‖ Then condensation from inside the house could get in the
wall cavity and have adverse effects on ventilation. Plugging up balloon-framed cavities is only ―part of the solution,‖ Hole added. ―I don’t want to sound like that’s the answer to everything.‖
The building is still made of wood and vulnerable to fire in other ways. ―It comes back to building analysis,‖ he
said, ―and treating each building as an individual. We have a lot of antiquated utilities systems inside houses.
Maybe rewiring a house is more important than worrying about the airflow intake inside the walls.‖
Good cyclical maintenance is another key factor. ―Then you’ll know if your electrical system is working well —
that you’ve got grounded outlets, you’ve got your plugs and switches in good condition.‖
Finally, common-sense fire-prevention suggestions bear repeating: Install fire alarms and take precautions with
electrical cords and candles. Eureka’s architectural treasures are worth the effort.
For more information about recent fire damage to some of Eureka’s Victorians, visit the Times-Standard website and in the
Search box, type “fires”. There you will find articles with photos from the fires sustained to several residences as well as
comments from local officials and historians.
www.times-standard.com
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SUMMER 2009 CLASSES IN HISTORIC PRESERVATION
Unique Hands-On Opportunities in May–June and July at the
Annie B. Ryan Field School, 1000 F Street, Eureka
For the first time in recent memory, several classes will be offered this summer at the Annie B. Ryan
House, 1000 F Street, Eureka. Two classes will be available through College of the Redwoods for college credit during approximately six weeks in May and June. In conjunction with WoodFair 2009, the
popular windows workshop will take place on July 13. All of these provide great training for job skills
and the reuse of old buildings.
CT 15 – Field Techniques

3 units

Learn traditional carpentry techniques and tool use that teach you the tips and successes of old
house carpentry.
Instructor Bob Felter will teach you various carpentry skills and roof restoration plus specialty repair
techniques used in the trades.

More about the class and instructor. . .

by Bob Felter

After graduating with a B.A. in Sociology, Bob Felter landed in New
Hampshire as a bicycle mechanic and pumping gas, to his dad's
great delight. It was just a stepping stone, however, and after several
more, he was building log houses and heavy timber buildings throughout
the San Juan Islands in Puget Sound. After accidentally ending up in San
Diego, he got his California contractor's license and has been building and
remodeling since.
"I grew up around old houses and antiques and guess I developed
an appreciation for old stuff. On moving to Humboldt, I took C.R.'s
intro class to learn about the fascinating architecture in the
area. This naturally led to taking a couple rounds of Bill Hole's
class working on the 1892 Annie B. Ryan house. Bill's is such a deep well
of knowledge and happy to share it."
Bob wants to lend support to C.R.'s program by spending a few
concentrated weeks on the Annie B. Taking advantage of summer's
lack of rain, the theme for the class will be ―Roof.‖
"We'll climb up in the attic to see the amazing framing the old timers performed with hatchets and hand saws. We'll predict what vents and penetrations will have to go through the roof when utilities are installed, then go
outside and begin repairs to any rotten rafter tails and replacing the fascia
for installing wooden gutters back on the house when completed. From
there, we'll begin removing existing shingles and install new roofing. This
will be the ultimate roof to learn from, built in the true Queen Anne manner
of asymmetry with an assortment of hips, valleys and decorative gable
ends, even a pyramidal hip roof."
For information about these classes at CR, refer to the information on the
last page of this newsletter.
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Photos submitted by Bill Hole
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CT 4 – Material Science, Interior Surface Materials

2 units

Learn about plaster restoration and repair using natural materials.
This is another hands-on class, as instructor Peter Santino will teach you the various lathe and plaster
restoration techniques used by artisans in the trades.

More about the class and instructor. . .

by Peter Santino

A fourth generation Eureka local and graduate of Eureka High, class of
1966, I left the area to pursue a career in the Art World. Never very lucrative for me, I supported myself over the next 40 years doing interior painting and plaster work.
Ten years were spent in New York City, where I learned a great deal figuring out how to duplicate and repair prewar decorative plaster and painting
techniques in old apartments on the Upper East Side. In 1990, my wife
Shirley, our daughter Hazel and I moved to Italy where I spent several
years assisting in the restoration of a 500-year-old stone farmhouse. Our
son Luciano was born over there. Then, quite naturally, from the hills of
Tuscany straight to Eureka.
Since my homecoming, I have been honored to have had the opportunity
to work on the interiors of many local residences and historic buildings,
including graining, painting and plaster repair in the Carson Mansion;
woodwork restoration of the Carnegie Library (now the Morris Graves Museum); and the plaster restoration and painting of the historic State Theatre (now the Arkley Center for the Performing Arts).
For several years, I have been working as instructor with College of the
Redwoods' Historic Preservation and Restoration Technology (HPRT)
program under the direction of Bill Hole. The class I'll be teaching this
Summer is ―CT 4 – Material Science: Interior Surface Materials‖, and we'll
be doing this on site at the Annie B. Ryan Construction Field School, 1000
F Street in Eureka. Having the class there allows it to be a real hands-on
learning experience. While the emphasis will be on plaster repair and
reinforcement, we will also be working on woodwork prep and priming,
prepping walls for diverse finished surfaces, and exploring the wonders of
Shellac!

Photos submitted by Bill Hole

Architectural Restoration of Historic Windows with Bill Hole
Sponsored by the Eureka Heritage Society in conjunction with WoodFair 2009
Bill Hole, Faculty, College of the Redwoods Construction and Historic Preservation Technology Program, and expert in architectural
restoration and sustainability, provides hands-on instruction in conservation of historic wood windows. Removal of wooden sash,
repairs and remedies, pulleys and weight cords, along with glazing techniques will take the student through the world of double-hung
windows. The student fee for this class has been reduced by sponsorship by the Eureka Heritage Society.
Students pay only $25 to cover the remainder of the cost of 5 hours of instruction, including all materials and supplies.
Members of the Eureka Heritage Society pay only $20.
Meets Monday, July 13, 12:30 – 5:30 p.m., Annie B. Ryan House at 1000 F Street, Eureka
An Ink People Center for the Arts partnership.
To obtain a reservation form for this and other WoodFair 2009 courses, go to www.woodworkers.name.
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2009 PRESERVATION AWARDS
In celebration of National Preservation Month, the Eureka Heritage Society is pleased to announce its
2009 Preservation Awards. Recipients will be recognized, and handsome plaques will be presented
during the awards program.

The Eureka Heritage Society
invites you to attend the

2009 Preservation Awards

Preservationist of the Year
Globe Properties
Maxon Family

Saturday, May 16, 2009 – 2:30 p.m.
Eureka Woman’s Club
1531 J Street, Eureka

Residential Preservation
Fay and John Judy
2333 E Street

Commercial Preservation
Nilsen Company
Nilsen and Gundersen Families
502 Broadway

Community Advocate
College of the Redwoods
Historic Preservation &
Restoration Technology
Program and Instructors

Adaptive Reuse
Joann and Rory Hanson
804 3rd Street

Community Preservation
Humboldt County Health & Human Services
Public Health Branch
529 I Street

Refreshments will be served. For more information, call 445-1044.
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Spring has sprung!
Historic homes are framed with fragrant flowers and fresh foliage.
Have you renewed your Eureka Heritage Society membership?
In the next few weeks, we will be reviewing our membership roster and updating information for current members.
If you have not renewed your membership for this year, we encourage you to renew your membership using the
form below. Please indicate your area(s) of interest to join other members in committee and volunteer work.
Please note our new scholarship fund for a deserving student in the Historic Preservation and Restoration Technology
program at CR—your contribution to this scholarship actively promotes preservation!

Join us today!
2009 Eureka Heritage Society Membership Form
___New or ___Renewing Member (January to January)
__ $20 Individual
__ $10 Student/Senior
__ $30 Family

__ $50 Nonprofit Sponsor
__ $75 Private Sponsor
__ $75 Business Sponsor

__ $150 Patron
__ $300 Benefactor
__ $500 Life Member

Please accept my contribution of $________to the Eureka Heritage Society scholarship fund for the
Historic Preservation & Restoration Technology Program at College of the Redwoods.
Enclosed is my check in the amount of $__________ payable to Eureka Heritage Society.
Name ______________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________
Phone _______________ E-mail Address ________________________________________________
Volunteer opportunities include
 Events, including annual Home Tour: docents, host/hostess, serving refreshments
 Membership
 Education
 Publications
 Research
 Serving on the Board
 Romano Gabriel Sculpture Garden landscape care
 Articles for The Heritage Herald
Additional comments/suggestions:

Mail to:
Eureka Heritage Society
P.O. Box 1354, Eureka, CA 95502-1354
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Special Events and Items of Interest
Eureka Heritage Society 2009 Preservation Awards
Eureka Woman’s Club, 1531 J Street

2:30 p.m., Saturday, May 16

In celebration of National Preservation Month, local significant structures will be recognized and awards presented to
the building owners.

Historic Preservation Display ongoing during the month of May, Eureka Main Library
Research and documentation of the Annie B. Ryan house showcased

Eureka Heritage Society Windows workshop 12:30 – 5:30 p.m., Monday, July 13
In conjunction with WoodFair 2009 with Bill Hole at the Annie B. Ryan house

Eureka Heritage Society 2009 Summer Event July or August
Eureka Heritage Society 2009 Home Tour Sunday, October 4
Eureka Heritage Society 2009 Holiday Party Saturday, December 19, at the Ingomar Club

Historic Preservation & Restoration Technology CR SUMMER 2009 session
CT 15 – Field Techniques
Mon.–Thurs. 8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m. May 26–June 17
CT 8 – Material Sciences: Interior Surfaces Fri., Sat. 8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m. May 29–June 19
Contact Bill Hole via email at bill-hole@ redwoods.edu for questions, or
go on the Internet http://www.redwoods.edu/Admissions/guide/register-1.asp

to register online.

