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Heritage Action Calendar 
 

All meetings – City Hall –  
531 K St  Eureka, CA 
Second Floor City Council 
Chambers 
 
City Council 
1st & 3rd Tuesdays – 6:00 p.m. 
 
Historic Preservation Commission 
1st Wednesday – 4:00 p.m. 
 
Design Review Committee 
2nd & 4th  Wednesdays – 3:30 p.m. 
 
Planning Commission 
2nd Monday – 5:30 p.m. 

The 

Heritage herald 

The Humboldt County Historical Society is selling high 
quality custom prints of recently completed scans of 
historic Humboldt County postcard images from Steve 
Lazar’s collection (thehumboldtproject.org) at Shipwreck 
in Eureka (430 3rd St.) Prints make an excellent Christ-
mas gift for the “local history buff” or ‘Humboldt’ aficio-
nado, as well as friends and family. Digital prints will be 
available in various sizes, and both framed and un-
framed.  All proceeds are tax deductible, and will direct-
ly support the Historical Society, helping to fund the pur-
chase of computer hardware and software to be used in 
the Society’s ongoing effort to digitize their photographic 
collection of over 70,000 historic images. 

College of the Redwoods 

courses in 
 

Historic Preservation 
NEED YOU! 

 

Sign up now. 
 

Contact Bill Hole at  
bill-hole  

@redwoods.edu 

Eureka Heritage Society’s 

College of the Redwoods  

2013 Scholarship Recipient 

Having lived in his 1905 home since 2006, he knew the old place needed some 
care. But as with most home owners he did not have the knowledge or time to get 
the much needed work done.  Through some bad luck with work and an unex-
pected extension to his G.I. Bill he was able to go back to school and the H.P.R.T. 
program could not have been a more perfect fit.  His mechanical background, 
positive attitude and thirst for knowledge has fast-tracked him through the pro-
gram to complete his certificate of achievement in the coming semester.  In March 
he and two other classmates went to New Orleans as volunteers for Historic 
Green (a non-profit assisting home owners after Hurricane Katrina and other dis-
asters). 
     Over the summer break he helped in the opening of the Eureka Bicycle  
Kitchen at the Jefferson School Community Center.  His 1905 home also received 
some door repairs as well as some much needed painting over the summer.  “I 
really can't put into words what this program has meant and done for me.  I have 
learned so much, met so many great people, and done a lot of really cool things in 
just a short year and a half because of its existence.  I would like to thank Bill Hole 
for being the rock of knowledge and will power for the H.P.R.T. program.  I would 
encourage all of Humboldt County to take advantage of the program’s exist-
ence and get all the manpower and knowledge it can get from it.  We have so 
many homes in this area that have way more character and historic value than I 
even knew, and I hope they will all manage to live a few more hundred years.” 

 

     Michael Valls, a 10-year resident of Eureka and 
co-owner of a 1905 transitional Queen Anne, found 
his way into the Historic Preservation and Restoration 
Technology program at College of the Redwoods in 
the fall of 2012.   
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Winter 2013 
A Message from Our President, Chuck Petty 

      At our August 17 summer event in Scotia, Frank Bacik, president of the Town of Scotia, 
shared plans as Scotia transitions from a company-owned town to private ownership. Scotia is 
possibly the last company town in the United States. Frank presented a case study of the town 
at the Winema Theatre, gave a cultural geography lecture, and discussed the historical 
significance of the town. Then we all had a chance to tour the Scotia Museum and other 
architectural gems of the town, followed by a picnic lunch with musical accompaniment. This 
was a fun and informative event with dozens of EHS members in attendance.   
   The annual home tour on the first Sunday in October provided a unique array of homes and 
public buildings along with vintage cars, great music and refreshments. On December 21, we’ll 
have what has become a tradition for the Eureka Heritage Society:  the Holiday Luncheon at 
the Ingomar club, with the McKinleyville Choir to entertain us and enrich the holiday season.  
Look for the notice of our annual meeting scheduled for January 25, 2014.   
     The Historic Preservation Commission successfully applied for and won a Certified Local 
Government grant from the California State Office of Historic Preservation to completely update 
the section of the city’s website devoted to historic preservation under the Community 
Development Department. Testing on the new website is about to begin with help from the 
Heritage Society.   Once testing is complete, the public will have a chance to contribute to the 
content of the website.  Very exciting!   

     Almost four years ago, I was able to purchase my first home.  A 100-year old two-
story dwelling on Eureka’s southwest side, the purchase was an intimidating proposi-
tion, from both a financial and emotional perspective.  I can still remember walking 
through the front door for the first time, accompanied by a bizarre mix of excitement, 
wonder and...estrangement.  I must confess that even after overcoming all of the hur-
dles and tribulations I had faced (negotiations on the purchase price, financial foot-
work, appraisals, home inspections, etc.), I privately found myself a stranger to this 
most bizarre acquisition.  Over time, I grew more comfortable with my new role as 
homeowner as I began to discover and assume more and more of the responsibilities 
of the position.  Yardwork, home-improvement projects, cleaning, maintenance and 
repairs all helped me to feel a connection and affinity to the home, yet I still struggled 
to impart my own identity and personality to the house. 
     From my first encounter with the home, I was struck with what I believed to be its 
greatest asset, namely, its integrity.  Over 104 years had passed under four prior 
owners before I became its steward and each of those earlier parties had done a re-
markable job of respecting the home’s character, failing to succumb to the siren’s 
song of change.  Whether through tacit refusal or simply a failure to act, they had pre-
served the home’s style and architectural integrity while also maintaining its condition.  
As the lucky new resident, I felt massively grateful to them for their exemplary years 
of service.  The home still had all of its original wood sash windows, wallpaper, panel 
doors, architectural millwork, hardware, all of the walls were lath and plaster and the 
floor plan was intact. There was also only a bathtub, one toilet, a clothesline (no dry-
er), no insulation and no central heating.  The home was unchanged in almost every 
sense of the word.  And, while I found  all of it enchanting (even taking baths every-
day for four months), I would grow to realize that I had made one miscalculation.   
     Identity is a curious thing –as individuals our identities are often comprised of a 
complex cocktail of attributes, be they:  the clothes we wear, the thoughts we hold 
dear, or the way we carry ourselves.  Many of these things we exercise a great deal 
of control over and carefully craft and maintain to reflect the image we present to the 
world and ourselves.  As the newest owner of a home that had been so well protected 
from all of the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, I found myself feeling stifled 
by the oppressive integrity of the property.  The garage had its original bi-fold doors 
and knob and tube wiring—shoot even the 60 year-old apple tree was historic!  My 
respect and appreciation for these features began to get into mental skirmishes with 
all of the nagging thoughts that began to develop. Thoughts like: “Wouldn’t it be nice  
(continued on Page 6) 

Old House Living  

by Steve Lazar 
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1974 Membership Solicitation Letter  
          From the Archives of the Eureka Heritage Society   

    Retyped by Bob Libershal from a draft letter   

January 25, 1974 
 

The Eureka Heritage Society, originally the Eureka Heritage Committee, formed last year by Mayor Gil 
Trood, is launching its first membership drive and you are invited to become a society member.  
 
The society’s purpose is “to create an awareness of our city’s heritage and to foster an appreciation of that 
heritage.”  We hope to start a new era of fostering heritage appreciation here, an interest that can be 
directed toward the nation’s bicentennial in 1976.  Should you decide to join and support the society’s 
purpose, a membership card is enclosed for your convenience.  Please designate the membership 
category of your choice, then return it with your check.   
 
Funds received from membership will be used as follows: 
 
(1) To complete an architectural survey of Eureka (now under way) recording its physical characteristics                      

and significant buildings.  
(2) To encourage restoration and preservation of old structures.   
(3) To recognize private restoration and preservation projects by presenting plaques, commendation 

letters, etc.  
(4) To sponsor heritage-oriented events and conduct heritage education activities. 
(5) To ultimately acquire property of historic significance.   
 
The Heritage Society’s aim is to work parallel with interests of the Humboldt County Historical Society and 
other groups, as well as with the city’s heritage plans.  
 
A Heritage Fair is planned the end of April at Redwood Acres as the society’s first major event.  The fair, a 
part of the 1974 Rhododendron Festival, will be called “The Gingerbread Years, “  covering the Victorian 
era.  All society members will be invited to a special preview party before the fair opens to the public. 
 
The society’s organizers include Dr. Walter Dolfini, chairman;  Dorie Knowlton, corresponding secretary;  
Muriel Dinsmore, recording secretary;  Darrell Ditty, CPA, treasurer.   
 
We hope you will decide on a membership to help create a future for the past.  
 
         Sincerely 
          
         Dr. Walter Dolfini 
         Chairman 

 This letter takes us back to our beginnings 40 years ago.  As you can see, the focus of our organi-
zation has remained much the same for these past four decades.  The architectural survey was completed 
and resulted in our Green Book,  “Eureka, An Architectural View”, and now it is time for another survey to 
update Eureka’s architectural inventory.  We continue to encourage restoration and preservation of historic 
structures, recognize those efforts with plaques and commendations and sponsor heritage-oriented events 
to help educate the general public about the importance of preservation.  Now it is time to focus on goal 
number five and strive to acquire a property of historic significance.   
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Eureka Heritage Society  
Home Tour for 2013 

Home Tour Sunday, October 6 
   This year’s home tour included a sampling of Eureka’s historic 
architecture from the early 20th century: post-Victorian transitional; Neo-
Classical, Craftsman, and Period Revival. The Society showcased 
homes and neighborhoods from McFarlan Street and Ridgeway on the 
east side of Eureka to Fairfield and Garland on the west side, and south 
from downtown to Buhne Terrace. Live music and antique cars 
enhanced the ambiance at each site.   
   Also a prominent local architect, Franklin T. Georgeson, was  featured 
in a display of photographs, memorabilia, and two buildings: a 
commercial building in the Classical Revival style (1925) at 603 F St. 
and the First Church of Christ Scientist in the Craftsman style (1914), 
designed by Georgeson at 11th and H Streets.   

“The Eureka Heritage Society Home Tour is our chance to 
highlight private restoration & preservation projects in the City 

of Eureka” 
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 “The Friends of Old Washington School Fund” has been established by the Humboldt Senior Resource 

Center, and the Eureka Heritage Society has made the first donation, for $500, to it. 

 The 1902 schoolhouse was in sad disrepair by the 1980s, when it was restored and became the home of 

HSRC. Maintaining the structure has always been a priority, reports HSRC Director Joyce Hayes, but it is costly 

— thus the necessity of establishing the new fund. 

 Heritage Society President Chuck Petty said, “We hope this first donation will encourage others who 

care about this great building — and all of Eureka’s remarkable historical architecture — to make their own do-

nations.” 

 The building is a Colonial Revival style, and it was among the popular Classically inspired structures 

from the late 19th and early 20th centuries that were designed to express civic pride around the nation. 

 According to the Heritage Society book, “Eureka: An Architectural View,” this was a time of enormous 

growth across the country, and Eureka was no exception. The Carnegie Library, the old city hall, several promi-

nent commercial structures like the Bank of Eureka (now Clarke Museum), and four stately, two-story grammar 

schools were all constructed in the Classical tradition. 

 Washington is the only one of the school buildings left, and it is a prime Colonial Revival example, with 

its rectangular shape, symmetry, and round columns. 

 Buildings such as this have deep roots. America’s Colonial and Federalist eras saw the construction of 

many neoclassical structures, including the U.S. Capitol and Jefferson’s Monticello. The style can be traced 

back much further, to ancient Rome and Greece, where what became known as the Classical Order was devel-

oped. 

 “The Greeks (then the Romans) looked to nature and man as a model for design, discovering in both a 

proportion so perfect they called it the golden ratio. It is best realized in the golden rectangle, a mathematical 

ratio of 3:5,” wrote Brent Hull in his article, “The Golden Rules” in the February-March 2013 edition of the Old 

House Journal. 

 While regal in appearance, Classical buildings are designed on a human scale, and thus they make “us 

feel naturally more comfortable,” he stated. 

 From the Parthenon to old Washington School, it’s still true. The 111-year-old building is thriving with 

myriad activities for older adults, some of whom are the school’s alumni. It remains a vital part of the communi-

ty — as long as the roof and windows don’t leak and the heating system keeps working. 

 Donations to the Old Washington School Fund can be made through the HSRC website, 

www.humsenior.org. Click on the “Donate” tab and specify the donation is for the Old Washington School 

Fund at the Programs section. Checks made out to the Humboldt Senior Resource Center, with Old Washington 

School Fund written in the “For” line on the lower left, should be mailed to HSRC, 1910 California St., Eureka, 

CA 95501. 

 For more information contact HSRC Development Coordinator Janet Ruprecht at 443-1231 or e-mail 

jruprecht@humsenior.org. 

 

 Kathy Dillon is the editor of Senior News, the former editor of Architectural Legacy and a member of the 

Eureka Heritage Society Board of Directors. 

 

Friends of Old  
Washington School 

by Kathy Dillon 
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Construction Technology at College of  the Redwoods 
Historic Restoration and Preservation Technology (HPRT) 

Spring 2014 Class Offerings 

Register now to reserve your place in class at : 
www.redwoods.edu/admissions/guide/register-1.asp or  

in person at the main campus, 707-476-4200. 
E-mail bill-hole@redwoods.edu or call him at 707-476-4353 

 
Classes begin 01/24/2014 and end 5/16/2014 

Section#  

 

E5505 CT 10 Intro to Historic Preservation and Restoration  3 units   AT 132  

 Tuesday 6:05pm—9:15pm Bill Hole  
Learn the language and styles of existing buildings and how historic preservation fits within the broader context of sustainability . 

 

E5506 CT 13 Building Conditions and Analysis    3 units   AT132  

 Thursday 6:05pm—9:15pm Bill Hole  
Learn to identify unique conditions found in existing buildings from inside and out.  

 

E2431 CT 14 Advanced Carpentry Field Techniques   2 units   AT 109*  

 Saturday 09:45am—4:45 pm Bob Felter  
*Meet 1st class at AT 109, Main campus, then @ 1000 F St. Eureka Field School Site. Class runs concurrently with CT 15; students 

may not enroll in both.  

 

E2431 CT 15 Carpentry for Existing Buildings    3 units   AT 109*  

 Saturday 08:30am—4:45 pm Bob Felter  
*Meet 1st class at AT 109, Main campus, then @ 1000 F St. Eureka Field School Site.  Class runs concurrently with CT 14; students 

may not enroll in both.  

 

E4570 CT 21A Survey of Wood Technology    3 units   AT 109  

 Friday 9:15am—05:10 pm Bill Hole  

 

E4570 CT 21B Intermediate Wood Technology    3 units   AT 109  

 Friday 8:00am—05:10 pm Bill Hole  
 CT 21A is a pre-requisite to enrollment  

 

E4570 CT 55 Intermediate Wood Technology    2units   AT 109  

 Friday 10:20am—05:10 pm Bill Hole  
 CT 21B is a pre-requisite to enrollment  

Old House Living Continued:  to have a shower?” were met with answers like:  “People have lived in this house for over 100 years without 
one…”  Thoughts like “Maybe I can hang some of my art on this wall?”  received a terse reprimand “Don’t you even think of putting a nail 
hole in that gorgeous lath & plaster!”  The decision to steam remove old wallpaper from a musty old room did not come easy—and as it 
peeled away and I realized it was the only layer, I felt the pang of regret.  Other decisions came easier;  freeing up all of the windows that 
were painted shut, installing a gas line for a dryer and kitchen stove, replacing the knob & tube, installing a new water heater, new cop-
per piping, etc.   
     At the end of the day though, I still couldn't shake the feeling that I was still a stranger to the home.  I suppose I should mention that 
there were other factors at play here.  Like the fact that the home came with stuff, like A LOT of stuff.  Some of it was typical like the 
Kenmore washer, furniture, tools, etc. But there was much more:  beds, televisions, tools, clocks, clothes, blankets, kitchen utensils, fire-
wood & piles of lumber, light bulbs, batteries, toilet paper, a pantry full of food and a cat.   
     When you are sleeping in someone else’s bed, eating their food and feeding their cat, it doesn’t take being named “Goldilocks” to 
begin having reservations.  I began to wonder if, in quickly succumbing to the home’s original appeal, I may have failed to see a curse of 
sorts.  The curse essentially being, my historic consciousness would paralyze me from exercising the freedom to make the place my 
own.  To be continued... 
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2014 Eureka Heritage Society Membership Form 
 
 

 ___New  or  ___Renewing Member (January to January) 
 

 

   __  $20  Individual   __ $50  Nonprofit Sponsor  __ $150  Patron                            
   __  $30  Family    __ $75  Private Sponsor  __ $300  Benefactor               
   __  $10  Student/Senior   __ $75  Business Sponsor  __ $500  Life Member 
   __  $15  Senior Family 

 
Additional Contribution (s) to the Eureka Heritage Society for:  

 

$_______  Scholarship Fund 

$_______  Carson Carriage Maintenance Fund 

$_______  Emergency Preservation Fund 

  

Name____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone ___________________________________________________________________  
 

Email Address ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Enclosed is my check in the total amount of $_________  

payable to Eureka Heritage Society. 

 

The Eureka Heritage Society needs volunteers. 

If you are interested in volunteering, or need further information, contact our 

Volunteer Coordinator Lonni Magellan at 442-7819 or email her at heylonni@yahoo.com 

 Events, including annual Home Tour: docents, host/hostess, serving refreshments 

 Education 

 Publications, including mailing and distribution 

 Archival Project and Research 

 Serving on the Board 

 

Additional comments/suggestions:        ___ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mail to: 

Eureka Heritage Society     P.O. Box 1354     Eureka, CA 95502-1354 
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  CR  COLLEGE OF THE REDWOODS  -  HPRT      

Historic Preservation and Restoration Technology Classes 

A.S. Degree Option 

 Course Title       Units 

Intro. to HPRT        3.0 

Architectural History       3.0 

Research/Documentation      3.0 

Historic Building Analysis      3.0 

Field Techniques       3.0 

Architectural Millwork       3.0 

Material Sciences (select 8 units) 

 Wood        2.0 

 Masonry/Plaster      2.0 

 Interior Surface Materials     2.0 

 Glass        4.0 

 Casting/Mold Making      4.0 

Survey of Wood Technology      3.0 

Carpentry Theory I       3.0 

Beginning Carpentry I       3.0 

Technical Drawing Fundamentals     3.0 

Occupational Safety and Health      3.0 

     Total Major Units            41.0 

 

   Certificate of Achievement Option is available and requires a total of 20.0 units. 


