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Preservation Awards
Presented May 6,2017 at the Morris GravesMuseum of Arr

Residential Adaptive Re-use
Presen'ation Alvard

to owner Jason Gherra. for the Ricks house at
7J0 H Street

This house. on the
National Register
of Histor ic Places.
had been vacant
and deteriorating
over the past few
years. It was
looking l ike i t

r'.as headeC tc a uc-
good end. The
challenge for the

owner was to find a use for the house.
Stick Eastlake in style, with prominent angled
square bays at the front corners, this house was built
by the Butterfield brothers in 1885 as the residence
for T. F. Ricks. The Ricks house has a history of
adaptive uses with a tradition of community service:
a
hospital
in the
early
1900s, a
boarding
house,
and for
many
decades
the Y.
w. c. A.
in Eureka. The College of the Redwoods acquired
and restored the Ricks house in the 1990s, but was
unable to keep it. Gherra's dilemma was solved with
a new use found - as a Teen Challenge facility.
With the recent repairs and paint and adaptive re-
use, the building and its tradition
ofservice are being preserved. Bob Liebreshal

Residential
Presen'ation

All'ard
to owner

Michael &
Katharine

Eagan, for the
Mclel lan house
at 2146 C Street

Recent repairs of original u'indows called attention to the
owners' preservation eflbrts. While the exterror noll' looks
wel l  done, this house is a preservat ion work in progress.
Restoration of the interior is ongoing, and Mike E,agan does the
work himself.
This late Queen Anne transitional style house (with Classical
influence, restrained detailing and clean lines) was built in
1908 by contractor Patrick J. Healy for Gordon Mclellan and
his large family. Later on, accommodation was made for
lodgers. The Eagans have had the house for about 25 years.
A newer, Eagan-built garage complements the originalhouse
style, including the swept roof lines. It is noteworthy that in
2004 Michael Eagan received an E. H. S. Preservation Award
for another such compatible garage, behind the Eagans'
Cottrell house residence. Bob Libershat
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Board Members

Executive Committee
President Mary Ann McCulloch
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Bil l Peer
Amy Sull ivan

Chuck Petty
Peter Santino
Dods Timm

Ray Swedenburg

Janet Warren

Board of Directors
Mary Glavich Melanie Kuhnel
Robert Libershal Lonni Magellan

Steve Werner
Founding Director Muriel Dinsmore

The Board meets the second Monday of
each month at 5:30 p.m. at the

Annie B. Ryan House
| 000 F Street. Eureka

Committees and Chairs
Membership Mary Ann McCulloch
Annie B Ryan Bill Peer
Events Mary Glavich
Webmaster Peter Santino
Education Janet Warren
Plaque Program Steve Werner
Fundraising Ron Kuhnel
Archival Project Bob Libershal
Preservation Chuck Petty
Volunteers Lonni Magellan

Mission
The Eureka Heritage Society

will provide leadership,
education and advocacy that

preserves and enhances
Eureka's irreplaceable historic
structures and neighborhoods

so as to ensure
a legacy for future generations.

Heritage Herald Stafr
Janet Warren
Xandra Manns
Melanie Kuhnel
Kay Bradford
Bob Liibershal
Kathy Dillon

Contoct us with your suggestions
ond comments

707-444-33 I 4
Eureko Heritoge Society website:

www. e u re ko h e rita ge. o rg

The Heritage Herald is published
quarterly by

The Eureka Heritage Society
Post Office Box 1354

Eureka. CA 95502-1354
707-445-8775

President's Corrrer

There's never a dull moment for the Eureka Heritage Society! our annual
Preservation Awards were held May 6 and, as always, it was a very educa-
tional and enjoyable afternoon. Recently, the F Street fence was completed
at the Annie B. Ryan House and Gardens- stop by to see it, if you haven't
already done so. Saturday, June 3, was our annual yard sale, which has
historically provided approximately three mortgage payments (we tend to
think in those terms these days!) Thank you to all who worked and/or do-
nated items for the sale! August marks our Summer Event - be on the
lookout for details - and Sunday, October I is our annual Home Tour, so
mark your calendars!
Besides the everyday operations and usual events of the Society, the Board
is working on the long-term strategic plan for the Society. In April, a
board retreat was held to focus the efforts of the Society Board of Directors
on the items that are important to the Society's future. The two main out-
comes of the planning session were the need to l) expand community out-
reach and2) determine the long-term plan(s) for the Annie B. Ryan House
and Gardens. It was avery successful retreat and the Board accomplished
quite a bit in a short period of time! Work is in the beginning stages for
both of these goals and it will be exciting to see the results!
Having said that, we cannot operate the Society and meet these goals with-
out volunteers! We're proud to say we are a l00Yo volunteer-run orgariza-
tion! While we strive to contact all who express an interest in helping,
rafuetherat an event, in the garden, or another area, we are sometimes re-
miss in making that contact. If you would like to volunteer and haven't
heard from us recently, please contact us either by phone or email. You
are important to the future and the success of this active Society!

The Heritage Society was treated to a
special group of volunteers this spring
season. This gloup of nine men, one
woman, and two instructors built the
new fence at the Annie B. If you have-
n't been by the house to see it, please
stop by and eirjoy the sight of a very
special fence built by a very special
group of people. This project injected
something into the neighborhood that
was noticed by all who witnessed it
being built, even when it was raining.
The Eureka Heritage Society thanks Bob Felter, Leonard Bechler, the College of
the Redwoods Community and Economic Development Department, the State Em-
ployment Training Division, the Jefferson Project, and most importantly the l0 in-
dividuals that built the fence. We are thankful to them and deliehted with their
work.

thank vou!

Mary Ann McCulloch



Bob Libershal 2017
Preservationist of the Year

Bob is also an invaluable player during our annual
Home Tour. Tenaciously diving into each building's history,
he uncovers vast quantities of information to share with the
amazed property owners and tour-goers. The end result:
revealing the human stories that are at the heart and soul of
these amazing structures. Surely this only deepens our
appreciation for Eureka's priceless architectural heritage.

There's more. Through EHS, Bob is teaching
research classes for property owners who want to find out
about the history of their historic structures.

Still more. Bob also serves as a board member for
the Heritage Society, and was formerly on the boards of the
Humboldt County Historical Society and the Ryan Family
Historic House and Garden Association. He volunteers as a
substitute docent in the Humboldt Room at the countv
library. One busy guy.

All of this adds up to hundreds of hours of volunteer
effort, completed with depth, accuracy, generosity, and a
belief that history is a living thing. Thank-you, Bob. You
certainly deserve the Preservationist of the Year award.

Bom in Nebraska
70 years ago, he
grew up in many
places. In 2003,
after retiring from
a career as a
wildland
firefighter in
Southern
California, Bob
moved to Eureka
and became a
student and avid
researcher of
Humboldt
history, with a

focus on Eureka. His research topics are now wide-ranging,
but all of it began with his initial fascination with the city's
historic architecture and curiosity about who the builders
were. He went on to earn a certificate of completion from
College of the Redwoods Historic Preservation Program.

I first met Bob in one of these classes. He went on to
become a great source of information when I was producing
Restore & Preseme for the Times-Standard. There were
times when I was just stymied by some bit of contradicting,
confusing, or illusive information, only to ask Bob, who
often had the answer and willingly shared it. We started
talking one day about the Heritage Society's vast research
files at the county library. Wouldn't it be great if verifiable
corrections and/or additions could be made by the public?
The EHS board agreed. Since then several people have made
contributions. But it must be said that Bob, himself, has been
the star here - contributins more than 50 additions to the
files.

Kathy Dillon

Kathv Dillon & Bob Libershal

Adaptive Re-use Award
The Eureka Rescue Mission

210 Second Street
The FiorD'Italia Hotel celebrated its grand opening on February 11,
1912. It was a state of the art hotel built by the B & M Hotel Co. for a
cost of $12,600. The hotel also served as a boarding house for newly
arrived Italian immigrants with meals being served family style. Today
we know this buildingat2l0 2nd Street as The Eureka Rescue Mission.
ln 1966 a conditional use permit was
granted for the ground floor to be
used as a "charitable institution lodg-
ing house". Twelve beds were used to
house the homeless. Today The Res-
cue Mission continues to provide
much needed services and programs
for the homeless of our community.

For this reason, the Eureka Heritage Society presented their Adaptive Reuse
Award to Bryan Hall, Executive Director of The Eureka Rescue Mission.

Lynn McKenna



Commercial Preservation Award
6th and E Streets

The striking building at 6th & E Streets in Eureka, the former home of
Redwood Broadcasting is the result of a plan put into place 25 years ago
when purchased by its current owner, Ron Pileggi. While the award to-
day is about Mr. Pileggi's building, it's important to discuss the building's
origin, as well as its original owner, William B. Smullin..
William Smullin was a man with great vision and insight. Originally a
newspaper man, he transitioned to radio, beginning Redwood Broadcast-
ing and his fust radio station - and the first in Humboldt County - KIEM
Radio, in the Vance Hotel in Eureka. In 1939, he expanded his business
by starting another radio station in Grants Pass, OR. ln 1947, he built the
building at6th & E to house Redwood Broadcasting. In 1953, Smullin
launched KIEM Television and continued throughout the years to broad-
en his world of communications within Northern California and Oregon
with the addition of more stations, microwave technology, and cable tele-
vision, all with the assistance and support of his wife, Patricia.
Smullin was not only a pioneer of radio and television in the Redwood
Empire, but a man who was thoughtful about the future of Eureka and
Humboldt County. In the Humboldt Times "Century of Progress" Cen-
tennial edition dated February 1954, Smullin had visionary responses to

. When osked, " Are there ony geogrophic factors (minerals, woter, soil, forest, etc.) which indicote a prosperous
future for this oreo, his response wos, "Minerals, water ond forest - perhops, but I personolty feel that this region
will be primorily of recreotionol value for tourists ond sportsmen."

o Another question: "Willwe have exhousted our redwood timber supply in 50 yeors?" Smullin's reply: "Yes. I
don't see how you're going to ryaintoip any impoltoqtt level of productio4 and ryot exhaust the timber supply."
The others who were posed the question weren't necessarily in agreement with Smullin.

When Kurt Kramer was renovating the Vance Hotel, he found a row of whiskey bottles w/Smullin's signature. (Perhaps that was how
the radio station was financed?)
Another time, he used the ladder fire truck to determine how tall to make the pole at 6th & E Streets ensuring the pole would be tall
enough for line of sight to the tower on Kneeland.
William Smullin's Redwood Broadcasting wasn't the frst occupants of property on Sixth between D & E Streets. The corner of 6th & E
was the site of the former Evans mansion. David Evans was a promi-
nent figure in Eureka, serving as mayor for two terms, and the inven-
tor of the Third Saw. which allowed mills to cut the oversized red-
wood logs without having to split them into smaller sections. The
Evans mansion was demolished in 1939. The corner of SiXth & D
Streets was the site of several dairies throughout the yehrs: first, the
Buhne Dairy, which consolidated with the Sweasey Farm Dairies to
become Sanitary Dairies, which then later merged with Malm's Dairy
and Graham Dairies to become the Eureka Co-Operative Dairies.
Bill Smullin's vision for the future of communications in Humboldt
Coirnty caused him to move from the Vance Hotel to his new location
on 6th between D & E Streets. The radio station was first housed in
the diary building at 6th and D. When Smullin knew it was time for
television to be introduced in Humboldt County, he constructed the
building at6th & E. The building was also home to other businesses
throughout the years.
Twenty-five years ago, Bill Smullin sold the building to Ron Pileggi
and Mr. Pileggi began his twenty-five year plan for restoration and
rehabilitation of the building, with the intention of always maintain-
ing it as a broadcast center, as well as providing space for additional businesses. His love and respect for Bill Smullin and the history of
the building was a driving force behind the building's sensitive rehabilitation and restoration. Today, with the completion of his 25-year
plan, Ron Pileggi's efforts have ensured that the iconic sign tower and the building that is a wonderful example of mid-century architec-
ture will continue to grace Eureka and remind us all of the visionary man who built it.

questions proposed to him regarding the year 2000:

Mary Ann McCullogh



Clark District Progress
By Melanie Kuhnel

Another step in the sixteen year saga of creating a Clark Historic District has been completed with the Planning
Commission approval 4-0 of the Design Guidelines. This process has been going on for many years, and the area
has been informally referred to as the Clark District and has benefited from this designation. A list of benefits of
being in a historic district posted in The National Trust for Preservation article written in December of 2015 by
Julia Rocci can be found at https://savingplaces.org/4.

Each home in the Clark District has a history. Community leaders,
businessmen and working families lived there. Architectural variety
in the District is remarkable. These are two examples of over 200
buildings in the proposed Clark District and many have very
interesting stories First, the house at 1228 C Street is a combination
of Queen Anne and Eastlake architecture. Just a few of the distinctive
features are the attic-level cantilevered porch, the tripartite window
and recessed porch on the second level and the turned elements on the
front porch. It has a door off the front porch that goes to a room that
its sole purpose is for growing orchids. The house is the second
house built on the block by J.A. Cottrell who had a door and planing
mill on 3'd and C Street. Many Eureka homes were built with
elements from this mill. The house is on the National Register of
Historic Places.
Another example can be found across from the old Jefferson School
where there are four nearly identical cottages: 4, 8, and 14 Clark
Street and around the corner at ll17 A Street. According to local
legend they were moved from the town of Rolf on the Samoa
peninsula when that ship building town was abandoned. Since they
first appear on the Sanbom map in 1920, if moved, they were
probably moved between l9l0 and 1920.

Let me take you through
this journey in creating a
district:

When neighbors near
Jefferson School became
alarmed that an empty lot on
the Local Register was going
to be changed so that it
would no longer be historic
and an apartment was going
to be built there, they were
advised that the only
recourse they had to maintain
the historic character of their neishborhood was to form a historic district. This was in 2001.

Continued on page 6



Clark Dristrict Progress continued:

2.In2002 and2003, meetings were held to establish initial boundaries, determine what the HPC (Historic
Preservation Commission) requirement for a Historic District would be, and discuss problems and issues going on
in the proposed district. The group met and hired a Preservation Specialist who trained the group to fill out
National Register forms describing architectural details and contributing factors.

3. In 2005, the City Council was asked to consider the adoption of a historic overlay zone for the Clark District
neighborhood. A sample of the nomination which was in draft form was given to them. At the time, fifteen full
and four partial blocks had been surveyed. There were two hundred and sixty-two buildings, and sites recorded
using the cultural resource survey forms recommended by the California Office of Historic Preservation.

4. The history of the Clark District and summary of the architectural styles was developed and a survey for the
262bulldings on National Register forms was gathered. As procedures for a Historic District did not exist at that
time, the proposal was modeled after the National Register Forms with a history and information on contributing
versus non-contributing buildings.

5. Door hangers were placed inviting residents to an educational meeting which was held in the Jefferson School.
Cards were sent to owners in the Clark District asking them if they were in favor of a District. Seventy percent
that responded were.

6. Due to workload issues and change in City staff, they were unable to review the work. Sometime after the
nomination was presented, the City established procedures for the district adding a need for design standards. In
2011, the City told the committee there would be a charge for their review and noticing. The Neighborhood group
went before the City Council who ruled that the $1000.00 application fee paid in March 2009 would be the total
cost for city work. Guidelines were prepared. City staff reviewed the guidelines and the changes requested were
made.

7. Most cities in the US use guidelines because the National Trust Standards are incorporated in guidelines and
additional standards are too restrictive.

8. After about ayear of discussions City staff accepted the Clark District Guidelines and sent them to the
Planning Commission. These guidelines were approved as presented by the Planning Commission at their May
2017 public meeting.

So what's ahead? There are three more steps to the process.

The City Council at their July 18 meeting will hold a public hearing to conditionally adopt the Design
Guidelines pending an affirmative vote for creation of the district by district property owners.

A public meeting will be held in late June to ihform property owners of the effect of district designation, if
approved. The City will then send by certified mail the public notice and ballot to each owner of record of
each property within the district. Each owner within the district is given one vote per property. Sixty
percent of the votes cast must be affirmative to create the district.

If the vote is affirmative, the new district and the guidelines will be created by a city ordinance.

Historic districts are known to improve property values



_ $25 Indiv idual

2017 Eureka Heritagc Society Membcrship l'orm

_New or _Renewing Member (January to January)

_ $50 Nonprofit Sponsor $1 50 patron
- $35 Family _ $75 Private Sponsor $300 Benefactor
_ $15 StudenUSenior _$75 Business Sponsor $500 Li fe Member

bz5 Sentor Famrlv
eOOit ionat Contr ibution (s) to the Eureka Heritage Society for:

$_ Annie B. Ryan House Fund
$_ Annie B. Ryan Garden Fund
$_ Carson Carriage Maintenance Fund
$_ Emergency Preservation Fund

Enclosed is my check in the total amount of g

payable to Eureka Heritage Society.
The Eureka Heritage Society needs volunteers.

lf you are interested in volunteering, or need fufther information, contact us at 707-445-8775

' Events including annual Home Tour. docents, host/hostess. serving refreshments

. Education

o Publ icat ions,  including mai l ing and distr ibut ion

r Archival Project and Research or serving on the Board

. Addit ional comments/suooestions

Name

Mail to: Eureka Heritage Society P.O. Box 13S4 Eureka, CA 95502-13S4

Address

Phone

Emai l

Check the
address label

to see that
your

membership is
up to date.

Your
support is

much
needed.
Eureka

Heritage
Society

Membership
is for the

calendar year.
Memberships

expire in
January so

this is a great
time to renew
for the coming

year.

Thank I 'ou to Our Nen' and Rene*,ing Members
for20l7 (as of  Ma1' ,2017 )Plcase lct  us knolv i f  w,c have missccl  vou.

JoAnn Bauer
Edith Butler
Claudia Cranford
Dr Joan Davies
Michael & Katharine Easan
Kay Escarda
Michele Fell-Casale
Bob & Ginny Felter
Marilyn Field
Nancy Gardner
Murline Georgeson
Jean Guthrie
Albert F Hailstone & Douelas E Coleman

Rory & JoAnn Hanson
Christine Holm
Fred Jewett, Jr
Steven Lazar
Joy Lindholm
Mary Lou & Alan Lowry
Jim & Gay Morr ison
Rosemary Murphy
Ray & Randi Swedenburg
Liz Swingdler
Dolores Terry



P.O. Box 1354
Eureka, CA 95502-1354
Phone: 707-445-8775
Email: info@eurekaheritage.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Annie B. Ryan
House and Gardens

Amazon
Smile

If you use
Amazon for

purchases, smile
and choose us as
your non-profit.

We will get a
percentage of the

sales

Heritage Action Calendar

All meetings - CitY Hall-
531 K St Eureka, CA
Second Floor CitY Council
Chambers

City Council
1st & 3rd Tues. - 6:00 P.m'

Historic Preservation Commission
lstWed. -4:00 P.m.

Design Review Committee
2nd & 4th Wed. - 3:30 P.m.

Planning Commission
2nd Mon. -  5:30 P.m.


